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Section I.  Facility Information 
 
Site Description 
 
The Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL) is located at the boundary of Ventura and Los Angeles 
Counties in southern California, as shown in Figure 1.  The site consists of four administrative 
areas and undeveloped land, with a total area of approximately 2,850 acres.  A broad range of 
energy related research and development (R&D) projects, including nuclear technologies, were 
conducted in Area IV of the site.  All the nuclear R&D operations in Area IV ceased in 1988, 
and the subsequent efforts have been directed toward decontamination and decommissioning 
(D&D) of the former nuclear facilities.  In May 2007, DOE suspended all D&D operations at 
SSFL, pending completion of the SSFL Area IV Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  Area IV 
has an area of about 290 acres, and Figure 2 shows the arrangement of the site.  
  
The climate at SSFL is generally dry, with variable winds.  The site is situated between Simi Valley 
and San Fernando Valley.  While the land immediately surrounding Area IV is undeveloped, 
suburban residential areas are at greater distances.     
 
Source Description 
 
There are two radiological facilities or buildings remaining in Area IV of the SSFL, as shown in 
Figure 3.  The Radioactive Materials Handling Facility (RMHF) is used for processing, 
packaging, and temporary storage of radioactive waste, which is eventually shipped off-site to 
DOE approved disposal facilities. The potential emission source at this facility is the exhaust 
stack through which radioactive effluents are filtered and monitored before released into the 
atmosphere.  No radioactive liquid effluents are released from the facility.      
 
Since DOE suspended D&D operations at SSFL in May 2007, the RMHF has been placed into a 
safe shutdown mode.  No effluents were released to the atmosphere through the RMHF exhaust 
stack during 2011. 
 
Building 4024 housed experimental SNAP reactor systems during the 1960s.  After the project 
was terminated, all equipment and fuel were removed from the facility.  In 2005, portions of the 
building were demolished following release for unrestricted use by the State of California, 
Department of Public Health (DPH).  This building is currently in a safe shutdown mode and is not 
considered a potential emission source for NESHAPs reporting. 
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Figure 1. Location of Santa Susana Field Laboratory 
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Subdivisions 

Owner Jurisdiction Acres Subtotals 
The Boeing Co. Area IV 

Area I and III 
Undeveloped land 

289.9 
784.8 

1,324.6 

 
 

2,399.3 
Government NASA (former AFP 57) 

NASA (former AFP 64) 
409.5 
41.7 

 
451.2 

Total Acres   2,850.5 
 
 

 
Figure 2.  Santa Susana Field Laboratory Site Arrangement 
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Figure 3.  Potential Source Locations in Area IV at Santa Susana Field Laboratory 
 

405

402

OC

437

407

403
406

402
409

402
400

436

401
17th Street Drainage Area 

488

400
410

405
401

401
402

402
RMHF 

465

SRE  

400

4012 

N 
E 

S 
W 

Legend 
Facilities Already Cleaned Up 
Facilities to Be Remediated 

Undeveloped Area 

9964-5 




	ENVIROT



